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 DELAMAIN PRESENTS 
L’EDITION RARE DU BICENTENAIRE: 

A LEGENDARY COGNAC 
BEAUTIFIED BY MAISON GOOSSENS 

TO CELEBRATE 200 YEARS OF 
NATURAL EXPLORATION 

AND ARTISANAL EXCELLENCE. 



Founded in 1824, the House of Delamain this year 

celebrates a 200-year journey immersed in the art of crafting 

exceptional Grande Champagne cognacs. To mark the occasion, the 

House is unveiling a limited-edition blend of extra-old cognacs – 

L’Edition Rare du Bicentenaire.

The cognac combines five eaux-de-vie, each selected and nurtured  

by one of the last five generations of the Delamain family and blended 

by the House’s two last Cellar Masters. It is presented in an iconic 

10-litre dame-jeanne decorated by the Maison d’Art Goossens and

auctioned by Bonhams. Expanding on this historic release, the House 

has created 200 limited-edition bottles of the same blend for the 

enlightened connoisseurs, integrating a commemorative medallion 

designed by Goossens. The rare cognac and ornate decoration 

together pay tribute to the Delamain family’s two-century legacy 

of artisanal excellence and impassioned curiosity as to the natural 

world.
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UNIQUE MASTERPIECE 
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CELEBRATING A 200-YEAR 
JOURNEY OF CURIOSITY AND 
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Eric Le Bouar, 

Managing Director of 

the House of Delamain.

“This is obviously a very special year for the House of Delamain as we  
take a deeper look back on two centuries of thought, creative passion for 
the natural world and obsessive determination to craft cognacs like no 
other. We feel grateful to the past generations, to the men and women 
who have patiently preserved and passed down their most precious  
savoir-faire and eaux-de-vie. Now as then, Nature, Time and People  
are at the very heart of everything we do, and the most exquisite cognacs 
lie ahead.”
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		  Delamain's 200th anniversary is more than a milestone.

This year’s ongoing bicentenary celebrations honour the house’s 

two-century journey and the unique position it has reached. It is a 

journey of deliberate and often bold choices in the quest for Grande 

Champagne perfection; an exacting path that has nurtured the 

House’s enormous gratitude to earlier generations.

		  Across the generations, the Delamain family has 

embraced a spirit of intellectual and natural exploration, a spirit 

deeply embedded in the House’s identity. In the last century, the 

family collectively wrote over 20 books, from a seminal history of 

cognac (L’Histoire du Cognac, Robert Delamain) to reference works 

on birds (Pourquoi les oiseaux chantent, Jacques Delamain). Their 

love for exploration and discovery has driven the meticulous process 

of crafting artisanal cognac, which ninth-generation Charles Braastad 

is carrying into the future today. 

Crafting cognac with only Grande Champagne eaux-de-vie, the only 

“premier cru de Cognac” and producing only XO and above, while 

ageing the eaux-de-vie in seasoned French oak and using “faibles” 

to reduce the spirit’s strength, the Delamain family has refined the 

art of X.O craftsmanship. It is this unwavering pursuit of purity and 

perfection that has established Delamain as a house which some 

define as “apart and above” in the cognac world.L
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		  Delamain’s savoir-faire is built on the family’s steadfast 

commitment to unlocking the full potential of the Grande Champagne 

terroir over two centuries. Their artisanal and non-interventionist 

approach has been essential in revealing the natural gifts of the 

special terroir and creating transcendent cognacs.

The bicentenary is a timely occasion to pay tribute to these intertwined 

passions for the natural world and for crafting cognacs from the most 

exceptional terroir.L
’E

D
IT

IO
N

 R
A

R
E

 D
U

 B
IC

E
N

T
E

N
A

IR
E

P
R

E
S

S
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 0

1.



L
’E

D
IT

IO
N

 R
A

R
E

 D
U

 B
IC

E
N

T
E

N
A

IR
E

P
R

E
S

S
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

02. L'EDITION RARE DU BICENTENAIRE 
- A LEGENDARY

GRANDE CHAMPAGNE COGNAC
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“The House’s upcoming bicentenary was the perfect occasion to open and 
taste these precious dames-jeannes and to craft a cognac worthy of its  
200-year anniversary. As we tasted these extraordinary spirits, we were 
deeply moved and felt immense gratitude towards my Cellar-Master 
ancestors, who did such a fine job of crafting, selecting, maturing and 
nurturing these eaux-de-vie, preserving them for their descendants, so  
that today we can bring them together in this extremely rare and 
exceptional bicentenary cognac.”

Charles Braastad,

Cellar Master of the House 

of Delamain
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“When I joined the House in 1996, the young Cellar Master Dominique 

Touteau showed me Delamain’s finest cellar, which housed its most 

precious treasure: the collection of dames-jeannes. He let me taste 

just a few of these eaux-de-vie from the late 19th and early 20th century, 

revealing that only Cellar Masters have access to them. In my 28-year 

career, even as Director, I never changed a single thing about some 

of these cognacs. Neither did I imagine offering them to my clients 

during my years of travelling the world – they had become sacred to 

me. The House’s upcoming bicentenary was the perfect occasion to 

open and taste these precious dames-jeannes and to craft a cognac 

worthy of its 200-year anniversary. As we tasted these extraordinary 

spirits, we were deeply moved and felt immense gratitude towards 

my Cellar-Master ancestors, who did such a fine job of crafting, 

selecting, maturing and nurturing these eaux-de-vie, preserving them 

for their descendants, so that today we can bring them together in 

this extremely rare and exceptional bicentenary cognac.” 

Charles Braastad, Cellar Master of the House of Delamain.
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A historically significant release, l'Edition Rare  

du Bicentenaire stands at the pinnacle of the Delamain family's 

legacy. Throughout its 200-year journey, Delamain has sourced  

eaux-de-vie from only the finest of the six districts comprising 

the official Cognac AOC: Grande Champagne the first cru of the 

appellation. The remarkable, chalky soil of this terroir yields elegant, 

complex aromas with great finesse and aromatic intensity – which is 

why it is considered the most prestigious cognac cru.

The legendary blend’s five Grande Champagne  

eaux-de-vie are all extremely rare. Together, they reflect the insatiable 

curiosity of the successive Delamain generations since the House 

was founded in 1824.

Each eau-de-vie was unearthed and nurtured by one of the last 

five generations of the Delamain family during their time at 

the House, representing a different vintage and micro terroir.  

These eaux-de-vie reached maturity in casks before being  

transferred, one after the other, to dames-jeannes – large,  

slender-necked glass bottles designed to store cognac for decades 

on end in a dark corner of one of the oldest cellars in Jarnac. 

The successive generations decided on the exact moment to transfer 

the respective cognacs from cask to dames-jeannes, upon reaching 

their greatest expression, thus locking their aromatic personality in 

time. As the House’s liquid memory, these dame-jeannes bear witness 

to Delamain’s history.L
’E

D
IT

IO
N

 R
A

R
E

 D
U

 B
IC

E
N

T
E

N
A

IR
E

P
R

E
S

S
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 0

2
.



L
’E

D
IT

IO
N

 R
A

R
E

 D
U

 B
IC

E
N

T
E

N
A

IR
E

FIVE GENERATIONS: THE 
MEN BEHIND THE BLEND

The oldest eau-de-vie in the blend is attributed to  

Jean Delamain who joined the House in 1924. Like his father, the 

ornithologist Jacques Delamain, Jean was close to nature and became 

a renowned orchidophile; he discovered certain natural hybrids, one 

of which is named after him: dactylorhiza delamanii. This passion 

likely led him to deeply respect and cherish this extremely floral  

eau-de-vie, a rare spirit that was already older than he was. 

The second eau-de-vie was selected by Noël Sauzey (who joined 

in 1950), wed to a granddaughter of Jacques Delamain. This 

exceptional cognac from the hamlet of Verrières, located at the heart 

of Grande Champagne, gathered its suppleness from the terroir and 

its complexity from its extremely long ageing process in seasoned-

oak casks.

The third eau-de-vie was inherited by Alain Braastad (who joined 

in 1963), who shared his grandfather Robert Delamain’s passion 

for history, as testified by his published works: Jarnac en 1789,  

Les milles ans de l’église de Jarnac, and Jarnac de 1700 à 1792. 

Distilled in Garancille, in the heart of Grande Champagne, this cognac 

belongs to the legendary “ladies’ vintage” – it was harvested, distilled 

and put into casks by the wives of soldiers fighting in the Great War.  

Alain Braastad had a natural affection for this rare and elegant  

eau-de-vie, which he singled out for his illustrious guests.

P
R

E
S

S
 R

E
L

E
A

S
E

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 0

2
.



L
’E

D
IT

IO
N

 R
A

R
E

 D
U

 B
IC

E
N

T
E

N
A

IR
E

Patrick Peyrelongue (who joined in 1979), great-

grandson of Robert Delamain, selected the fourth eau-de-vie.  

A meticulous man with an unfailing memory, he knew this post-war 

eau-de-vie from the sloping vineyards near the Château de Bouteville 

like the back of his hand. He described it as very concentrated and 

a bit too strong to be enjoyed on its own, but with ideal qualities to 

elevate a blend with power and structure.

The final cognac was c hosen by Delamain’s two most recent 

Cellar Masters, who together orchestrated this legendary blend:  

Charles Braastad (Alain Braastad’s son, a ninth-generation Delamain, 

who joined the House in 1996 and took up the reins of Cellar Master 

in March 2024) and Dominique Touteau (Cellar Master from 1992 until 

this year’s handover). This cognac, rare as a blue moon, is produced 

in Bourg-Charente. It is the youngest cognac in the blend, distilled 

in a year when mankind first reached for the moon, perfectly aligns with 

the House’s style, elegance, length, and complexity.  
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A BALANCING ACT 
BY TWO CELLAR MASTERS

The combined expertise of Dominique Touteau and 

Charles Braastad was key to balancing these extra-old eaux-de-

vie, which have achieved such an advanced stage of maturity. Their 

combined efforts were able to tame the spirits’ feisty personalities 

and compose a harmonious cognac telling a tale of 200 years.

“We are selectors,” says Dominique Touteau. “A cognac’s finesse 

and elegance are the result of selection and are revealed over time.”

This exceptional release also marks the handover from  

Dominique Touteau to Charles Braastad after the former’s 42-year 

career at Delamain and nearly 30 years working hand in hand.  

Charles Braastad will continue the noble task of guiding the House’s 

cognacs to excellence and perfection shaped by the passage of time, 

carrying the House’s legacy into the ninth generation.
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FRUITY AROMAS 
ENVELOPED IN ELEGANCE

Upon lifting a glass of this once-in-a-lifetime cognac to 

their nose, fortunate tasters will be captivated by its presence, depth, 

and enduring fruity aromas. 

The cognac unfolds and reveals itself instantly, continuing to evolve 

in the glass for hours to come, unveiling its many different facets. 

Fruits take centre stage, with notes of raisin, prune, and black cherry, 

followed by the richness of roasted almonds and other nuts. 

Tasters will discern a hint of mocha coffee, spices, and earthy forest 

scents, typical of very old Grande Champagne cognacs. They will also 

be enchanted by the extremely fruity, deep and vibrant aromas that 

characterise the House of Delamain, transporting them on a sensory 

journey through the centuries, among the undulating vineyards of 

Grande Champagne. Rounding off the experience, there lingers an 

alluring aroma of a cigar box and the aged leather of a leather bag 

passed down as a cherished heirloom …
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UNIQUE MASTERPIECE DESIGNED 
BY ICONIC GOLDSMITHING 

CRAFSTMAN GOOSSENS 03.



		  The legendary blend is presented in a soaring, 10-litre 

dame-jeanne: an ornately decorated artwork that captures the House 

of Delamain’s passion for nature and its devotion to exceptional 

craftsmanship. 

		  The choice of Goossens, one of the 12 Maisons d’Art 

reunited by CHANEL at the 19M on the outskirts of Paris, reflects 

Delamain’s uncompromising standards. Maison Goossens was 

founded in the early fifties by a brilliant goldsmith, craftsman and very 

free creative spirit : Robert Goossens. Driven by a taste for challenge, 

Goossens artisans approach creativity with boldness and character, 

always ready to push boundaries — a heritage that lives on today in 

handcrafted, hammered, patinated decorative objects adorned with 

stones, each one-of-a-kind.

The two Houses’ shared passion for craftsmanship and excellence 

naturally prompted Delamain to call on the goldsmithing expertise of 

Goossens. Matching an organic, mineral approach with a distinctive 

style, Goossens further echoes Delamain’s sensibility for interweaving 

the wonders of nature with exacting craftsmanship.L
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“Goossens is all about craftsmanship, excellence, and creativity. Each 
of our creations is the fruit of meticulous and passionate goldsmithing 
know-how. These values, also shared by Delamain, and a common 
vocabulary around nature have led to a very fruitful creative story and 
an exceptional piece.”

Stéphanie Croccel, 

Managing director of 

Maison Goossens.
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METICULOUS 
CRAFTSMANSHIP BY 
GALERIE GOOSSENS

The 245 pieces individually crafted to make up this 

ornate embellishment reflect painstaking precision that echoes the 

centuries-old savoir-faire distilled in the singular cognac.

The seven-stage process includes the artisanal sculpture of two 

vineyard birds – key pieces that truly elevate the soaring design. 

Hand-crafted moulds were carefully detailed to achieve exactly the 

right shape and texture, followed by bronze casting. Once the pieces 

were gold-plated and perfected, silver soldering was carried out to 

unite them in a harmonious naturalist masterpiece, rounded off with 

a final polish.
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200 BOTTLES COMPLETE 
THE EXCEPTIONAL 
BICENTENARY OFFERING, 
MARKING 200 YEARS OF 
DELAMAIN

Alongside the 10-litre dame-jeanne, 200 

bottles individually numbered and decorated containing 

the same  five-cognac blend will allow L’Edition Rare du 

Bicentenaire to spread its wings further afield. 

The limited-edition bottles echo the dame-jeanne’s iconic design 

by Goossens with delicate engravings, hand-painted details and a 

unique number. Each bottle is nested in an oak wood giftbox 

embellished with a medal crafted by Goossens to mark this 

historical celebration. Upon presentation of the limited-edition 

bicentenary medal, the bearer will be entitled to a private tasting 

with Delamain’s Cellar Master in Jarnac. 
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L'EDITION RARE 
DU BICENTENAIRE UNVEILING 

AND BONHAMS AUCTION04.
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“Bonhams is delighted to partner with Delamain and bring to global 
collectors a slice of the immense history of Cognac. With 200 years 
encapsulated, it is also a unique museum piece, a stunning work of 
craftsmanship designed by Goossens and a vertiginous time capsule, 
bridging the past to the future. As pioneers of the spirits auction market, 
Bonhams is truly honoured to auction in Paris in December the rarest 
and one of the most incredible Cognac ever produced.”

Amayes Aouli, 

Global Head of Wine & Spirits, 

Bonhams.
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L’Edition Rare du Bicentenaire will be unveiled in 

September 2024 during exclusive bicentenary events held in Jarnac 

on the 11th and 12th of the month. Guests carefully selected from 

around the world will meet for a once-in-a-lifetime gala dinner in 

celebration of Delamain’s 200th anniversary, crowned by the launch 

of this legendary cognac.

The Jarnac festivities will be complemented by a series of in-market 

events from August to the end of November. Selected guests will 

have the chance to deep dive into the history of the Delamain family 

and discover select components of the legendary blend. 

The L’Edition Rare du Bicentenaire dame-jeanne will 

then be sold by online auction between November 17th and December 

9th. Renowned international auction house Bonhams will preside over 

the sale.

In addition to the iconic dame-jeanne, the lucky buyer will receive 

an identically decorated 70cl bottle, a decorated pipette crafted 

by Goossens, and the opportunity to attend two-day experience in 

Jarnac for the fortunate client and three guests of his or her choosing. 

The 200 bottles of L’Edition Rare du Bicentenaire will be available 

for sale from December 2024, the bottles will retail at 6,000€ in 

selected stores around the world.L
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ALL ABOUT BONHAMS

Bonhams is a global network of auction houses, with  

the largest number of international salerooms, offering the widest 

range of collecting categories and selling at all price points. Bonhams 

is recognised for its bespoke service, and a dedication to local market 

relationships, enhanced by a global platform. With 14 salerooms, 

Bonhams presents over 1,000 sales annually, across more than  

60 specialist categories, including fine art, collectables, luxury, wine 

& spirits, and collector cars.

Founded in 1793, Bonhams has representatives in more than  

30 countries and operates flagship salerooms in London, New York, 

Paris, Los Angeles, and Hong Kong. In 2022, Bonhams added four 

international auction houses to its network: Bukowskis, Stockholm; 

Bruun Rasmussen, Copenhagen; Cornette de Saint Cyr, Paris and 

Brussels; and Skinner, Massachusetts. The success of Bonhams’ global 

strategy is a result of recognising the shift in growing intercontinental 

buying and increased digital engagement.

Bonhams and Delamain share a keen sense of beauty 

and excellence as experts in their respective fields, which are both 

rooted in the enjoyment of patient and refined craftsmanship.L
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